Frosty pod rot (FPR), caused by the basidiomycete Moniliophthora roreri, is a devastating disease of cacao. First discovered in Ecuador in 1917, FPR is present in the main cacao producing countries of Southern and Central America, except Brazil (López & Enríquez, 1980; Evans, 2016) (Evans, 1981) were observed, namely necrotic lesions, white fungal mycelium and cream/beige sporulation on the pod surface ( Fig. 1 ) along with extensive brown necrosis of the internal pod tissues (Fig. 2) . Spore samples were removed from the surface of pods with a sterile needle and tissue samples aseptically excised from both the surface tissues and internal pod tissues. Samples were plated on tap water agar, potato dextrose agar (PDA) and 2% malt extract agar (MEA) and incubated at 25°C. Emergent fungal colonies were purified by sub-culturing. Morphological characteristics of sporulating fungal colonies on MEA and PDA after 5 to 7 days growth were indicative of those of M. roreri as described previously (Evans, 1981) .
DNA was extracted from selected colonies using MicrolysisPlus (Microzone Ltd, UK), amplified by PCR, purified and sequenced on the AB3130 Genetic Analyzer (Applied Biosystems, USA). For cultures derived from spore samples, the internal transcribed spacer and large subunit regions of the rDNA were amplified with primer pairs TW81/AB28 (Curran et al., 1994) and NL1/NL4 (Kurtzman & Robnett, 1997) , respectively. For cultures derived from pod tissues, the translation elongation factor region was amplified using primer pair EF1T/EF2T (O'Donnell & Cigelnik, 1997 Fine flavour cocoa is one of Jamaica's traditional export crops with an estimated 11,000 smallholders producing cacao commercially on holdings of less than 2 hectares. It is an important cash crop for farming communities in rural Jamaica as more than a quarter of the population in the cacao-producing parishes are living below the national poverty line. In 2016, Jamaica exported over USD 1.4 million in cacao and derivatives, which represents a significant source of income for cacao farmers. More than half of the cacao produced in Jamaica comes from Clarendon Parish and as such FPR will have a devastating impact. Efforts are underway to determine extent of the spread of the disease in Clarendon and surrounding parishes in an effort to isolate and manage it with a view to eradication. This is the first confirmed report of FPR on cacao in the Caribbean.
